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user: This is an example of an IM chat window 

having no time stamp 
contact: When any party types an IM message line, no 

time stamp appears in the IM chat window 
user: If a time stamp option is turned on, then the 

time stamp for all IM message lines will appear in 
the IM chat window as shown in FIG. 2 
contact: As evidenced by the difference between FIG. 1 
and FIG. 2, the time stamp is either "on" or "off" for 
all IM message lines, and not selectively displayed 
for certain IM message lines 
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[07/01/2003, 09:22] user: This is an example of an 

IM chat window having time stamps for all 
displayed IM message lines 
[07/01/2003, 09:23] contact: When any party types a 

message that is displayed in this IM chat window, a 
time stamp appears next to the IM message line to 
identify the time that the IM message line was 
displayed 
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user: This is an example of an IM chat window 

having a time stamp for the latest displayed IM 
message line 

contact: When any party types an IM message line that 
is displayed in this IM chat window, no time stamp 
appears in the IM dialogue box 

user: Rather, a time stamp appears at the bottom 

corner of the IM chat window to indicate the time 
that the latest IM message line was displayed 

contact: Thus, for example, the time below indicates 
the time at which the IM message line below was 
displayed 

In this regard, only the latest IM message line 
is time stamped A 
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When this line in the currently-typing window appears above in 
the display window, then the time below will change to reflect 
the display time of this line | ^ 
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contact: This is an example of an IM chat window 

having selectively-placed time stamps 
user: When one party has stepped away from the 

workstation for a substantial amount of time, a time 
stamp will be placed next to an IM message line that 
is displayed after the elapsed time during which 
there was no activity 
[07/01/2003, 09:22] contact: For example, while the 

previous IM message line from user does not have a 
time stamp, this IM message line from contact has 
a time stamp because user has returned to the 
workstation after a prolonged period of inactivity 
user: As evidenced by this drawing, the time stamp 

is selectively displayed for certain IM message lines 
depending on the amount of time that elapsed 
between IM message lines 
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IM Chat Session Started at: 07/01/2003, 08:05' 



user: This is another example of an IM chat window 

having selectively-placed time stamps 
contact: In this example, delineators are provided 
user: Thus when one party has been inactive for a 

substantial amount of time, a time stamp is placed 
in the IM chat window, along with a delineator, to 
indicate the time of the last-displayed IM message 

line 

545 \ 

— Lasf IM Message Line Displayed at: 07/01/2003, 08:07— 

j—IM Chat Session Continued at: 07/01/2003, 09:22 

550 * 

contact: For example, the delineators above indicate 
that there was a period of inactivity in this IM chat 
window for a prolonged period of time between 8:07 
am and 9:22 am 

user: As evidenced by this drawing, the time stamp 

is selectively displayed as a delineator in certain 
parts of the IM chat window depending on the 
amount of time that has elapsed between IM 
message lines 
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_^ IM Chat Session Started at: 07/01/2003, 08:05 

user: This is yet another example of an IM chat 

window having selectively-placed time stamps 

contact: In this example, delineators are provided in 
addition to an IM time stamp at the bottom of the IM 
chat window 

user: Thus when one party has stepped away from 

the computer screen for a substantial amount of 
time, a time stamp will be placed in the dialogue 
box, along with a delineator, to indicate the onset of 
inactivity 

545 ^ 

—Last IM Message Line Displayed at: 07/01/2003, 08:07 — 
—IM Chat Session Continued at: 07/01/2003, 09:22 



550 

contact: For example, the delineators above indicate 
that there was a period of inactivity in this IM chat 
window for a period of time between 8:07 am and 
9:22 am 

user: As evidenced by this drawing, the time stamp 
is selectively displayed with a delineator in certain 
parts of the IM chat window depending on the 
amount of time that has elapsed between IM 
message lines , 
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Additionally, as shown at the bottom of the screen, a time stamp 
indicates the time at which the latest IM message line was 
posted 
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